
What happens to pets when owners have a health crisis?       
     What would you do if you had a health scare and 
did not have friends or family to care for your pet 
while you recovered?
     James* was in need of a bone marrow transplant 
and couldn’t find anyone to care for his beloved 
cat Mariah during the several weeks he’d be in the 
hospital and in recovery out of state. He lives off of a 
limited income and couldn’t afford to board her. “I was 
getting really worried,” he said. “It was getting closer 
and closer to the operation, my health was failing and 
no one could take her.” 
     At 17 years-old, Mariah has liver issues that need 
to be closely monitored and other ailments common 
in older cats. James brought Mariah home as a kitten 
and they had developed a close bond over the next 
17 years. “It has been just her and I,” he said. “She 
has given me so much love and been such a blessing 
in my life …  I needed to make sure she was taken care of while I was in the hospital.” 
     After searching for a suitable situation or person to care for Mariah, James found the Sanctuary Cat Program 
at the Alaska Humane Society. He was able to leave Mariah at the shelter for a few months and have the peace 
of mind that she was well-cared for. Volunteers gave Mariah the attention that her medical issues required and the 
affection she needed while she was separated from James. Because of donations from supporters, the humane 
society was able to administer her medicine, monitor her health and coordinate veterinary care when she developed 
health issues. 
    “The humane society and this program have been such a blessing to me,” James said over the phone from his 
recovery room in Washington. “I want to say thank you to the volunteers. They have such a compassion for animals 
and for people too. They took the worry off of me so that I could just focus on getting better. They knew I couldn’t af-
ford the care and they still wanted to help me.” 

*In order to protect private health information, we have changed the name of Mariah’s owner.

Mariah at the shelter

     Sometimes life takes an unexpected turn and otherwise good pet owners can’t properly care for their feline 
family members due to a temporary circumstance. In order to minimize the number of abandoned animals and 
keep cats with their families, the Alaska Humane Society allows an owner to temporarily place their cat for care at 
the shelter and still maintain ownership. 
     Most owners who place their cats in the program are in crisis, which often means they have very limited finan-
cial resources. As such, there is no charge to place cats in the program; it is funded entirely by donations to the 
shelter. Owners place their cats temporarily for various reasons, including cancer treatment, an incapacitating 
illness or homelessness. Our hope is to find good “forever home” for every cat, so cats left at the shelter for more 
than four months without any contact from their owner are placed up for adoption. 

     If you are not able to care for your cat but would still like to maintain ownership, please contact our 
main office at 907-344-8808 to discuss your circumstances.

About the Sanctuary Cat Program for owners in crisis



THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!   

Meet a shelter volunteer

     Our most sincere thank you to all the volunteers who donate their time to care for our shelter cats, raise 
much-needed funds and publicize our work. Your time, energy and love make our shelter a safe, comfort-
able and happy place for the cats.

Grace, Maggie, Andy, Yas, Logan, Alex, Tina, Elyce, Sabrina, Ray Ann, Anita, Donna, Autumn, Hei-
di, Laurie, Anna, Will, Bella, Rhonda, Caymen, Amanda, Aspen, Shannon, Dianna, Heather, Cody, 
Dawn, Brenda, Jean, Erica, Phil, Tim, Arlene, Pat, Bob, Andy, Becky and Julie.

We need help! If you are interested in volunteering, call Tina at 310-5514 for more information.

By day, Dianna is a psychologist in Anchorage and has two 
cats at home.

How long have you volunteered at the shelter?
I’ve volunteered about once a week for the past two years. A 
friend of mine was volunteering, so I just came along!

How do you help out at the shelter?
I spend time with the cats, which includes giving them much-
needed attention and feeding them. I also help to clean the 
shelter by mopping and scooping litter boxes. I work the Alas-
ka Humane Society booth at community events like Homeless 
Pet Day at the Alaska Zoo and the annual Dog Jog. I answer 
questions and provide attendees with information on the shel-
ter, services and the cats currently up for adoption.  

Why do you like volunteering at the humane society?
I love helping cats have a better life! I like working with people 

who really care about helping cats have a better life, which can include finding them adoptive homes with loving 
people. The humane society is run completely by volunteers, so everyone who is here wants to be here and cares 
about the mission. I think that’s pretty neat.  

Get your Alaska Humane Society        
T-shirt!

Have any treasures you don’t 
need?

Shirts are 
$15 each and 
all proceeds 
benefit our 
shelter kitties. 

Sizes small 
through XXL.

Colors: Berry 
Pink, Stone 
Blue and Ice 
Gray. 

     Donate your unneeded treasures and re-
ally good stuff for the next garage sale, which 
is likely to be on June 9 & 10. (The sale is 
weather dependent, so check Craigslist or 
with humane society staff for the final date.)
     Thank you to those who donated to our 
spring and fall garage sales. Because of your 
generosity and the hard work of volunteers, 
we raised several thousand dollars to benefit 
our shelter cats. 
     Call the 344-8808 to donate or for de-
tails about the next garage sale in June.



To make a pledge to the Alaska 
Humane Society Adopt-A-Cat 

Shelter, go to http://pfd.alaska.
gov. We are listed as “Adopt A 

Cat.” Thank you!

There are several cats available for adoption right now. Call us at 344-8808 
or visit the Adopt-A-Cat Shelter at 7600 E. 76th Ave. (Unit 1224).

     Alaska Humane Society would like to sincerely thank our donors. Your 
generosity helps us provide quality care and a second chance for hundreds 
of homeless, unwanted and infirm cats every year. To donate:
     - Go to www.adopt-a-cat.org and follow the link to    
       donate via PayPal;
     - Send a check, payable to Alaska Humane Society, to P.O. Box 240587, 
       Anchorage, AK 99524;
     - Stop by our shelter office at 1200 E. 76th Ave., Unit 1224.

All donations are tax deductible.
Federal ID # 92-0072189

 THANK YOU DONORS!  

Other ways to give

• medium-sized medical gloves 
(sold at Costco)

• hand sanitizer
• cat litter (prefer Special Kitty, 

sold at Wal-Mart)
• bleach
• Simple Green
• Case of Friskies canned food
• paper towels
• banana boat style paper plates 

(1lb size, at Costco)
• liquid laundry detergent (un-

scented) with spigot
• cat food (Iams, orange bags)
• trash bags (heavy duty 13 gal)
• new or gently used cat trees
• towels and blankets
• cat grooming tools (brushes, 

combs and nail clippers) 
• dryer sheets
• sponges and scrub brushes
• gift cards to hardware stores 

or pet supply stores
• a commercial grade washing 

machine and dryer 

JOLENE

AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION 

ASH

     Besides financial contributions, 
we need and welcome other items 
to help us care for the shelter kitties. 
These items include:

Hello all at the Humane Society,
     Just wanted to give you all an 
update on Autumn who we adopted 
from you all this past week. We ar-
rived home last night in Yakutat and 
she seemed right at home!
     After walking into every room 
and investigating upstairs, she 
joined us for a movie while cuddling 
with our daughter...
     She’s already gotten used to her 
litter box and where her food and 

water bowl is. She’s been playing with a laser our daughter bought her 
and has already established a perch by one of our big windows and on the 
couch.
     Overall, she’s such a perfect addition to our family. Active, cuddly and 
social - we’re having a great time with her. Thanks again for all of your 
help and flexibility with our pick up time. 

The Israelson Family
Yakutat, Alaska

Autumn finds a forever home in Yukatat

     Thank you to the trust 
of Dawn Mendias for the 
generous donation. Dawn’s 
kitties Sketch, Lola, Leo, 
Poli and Indi are now being 
cared for at the shelter.



About the Alaska Humane Society 
Founded in 1979, the Alaska Humane Society is a 501c3 nonprofit orga-
nization that operates a no-kill shelter and sanctuary for orphan cats. We 
accept cats on the basis of need, not adoptability. 

The shelter houses 100 - 150 cats, most of which are available for adop-
tion, in a large, open floor-plan that allows them to enjoy a quality of life 
outside of a cage. All cats in the shelter are spayed or neutered, vac-
cinated, screened for health issues and tested for feline leukemia, and 
micro-chipped. 

Our all-volunteer staff care for the cats and provide maintenance to the 
shelter facility. Funding for the AHS is mostly comprised of donations from 
local donors, with adoption fees accounting for the rest. We are not affili-
ated with any national organizations.  www.adopt-a-cat.org

The Adopt-A-Cat Shelter is located at 7600 E. 76th Ave., Unit 1224. 
Call 344-8808 for directions.

Hours of Operation
Monday – Friday: 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday: 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.
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